
 

FOOD AND AGRICULTURE ORGANIZATION OF THE UNITED NATIONS 

Terms of Reference for Consultant /PSA    

Minimum number of years of relevant experience required: 1yr   3yrs    5yrs    12+yrs     

Job Title: Technical Consultant 

Division/Department: AGAH 

Programme/Project Number: GCP/GLO/496/USA 

Location: Rome, Italy – FAO Headquarters 

 
Reports to:  Samia Metwally 
 
Expected Start Date of Assignment: 

 
 
 
October 2015 

 
Title:              
 
Duration: 

 
Animal Health Officer (Virologist) 
 

6 months with possible extension 

 

GENERAL DESCRIPTION OF TASK(S) AND OBJECTIVES TO BE ACHIEVED 

Under the overall guidance of the Chief, Animal Health Service (AGAH)/Chief Veterinary Officer – FAO (CVO), and the 

supervision of the Animal Health Officer (Virologist) of AGAH, the incumbent will focus on providing required technical 
support to AGAH post-rinderpest activities and support to the rinderpest FAO co-Secretariat. In particular, the 

incumbent will perform the following duties:  

 

 Join the FAO co-Secretariat and assist in implementing the work related to the FAO-OIE rinderpest Joint 

Advisory Committee (JAC) activities on: 
 

- The organization and coordination of JAC meetings held in Rome. Specifically, preparation of agenda, 

technical working documents, meeting minutes, reports, action plans, press releases, newsletters etc. 

- The support to the FAO co-Secretariat regarding forms, criteria development, applications, guideline, etc. 

for virus destruction and sequestration and FAO-OIE efforts on approval of rinderpest virus containing 

material (RVCM) holding facilities and communicates with JAC members on the status and progress of 

documents, including but not limited to, protocols, standard operating procedures and forms developed by 

JAC for FAO approval. 

 

 Contribute to the work of the FAO co-Secretariat with all other Secretariat related duties, as needed: 

 

- Undertake responsibilities in formulating technical documents, work plans, progress reports, concept note, 

grant application, educational materials and official letters. 

- Provide support as needed in the development of contingency planning, for the logistics of vaccine 

strategic reserve and conducts literature search and review on technical information relevant to the post 

eradication activities (e.g. vaccine strategic reserve, diagnostics and contingency planning). 

- Work closely with the co-Secretariat in the coordination of all activities and processes for approving 

rinderpest holding facilities. This includes assistance in corresponding with BSL3 facilities currently holding 

RVCM who may seek approval in becoming a FAO/OIE-certified facility for rinderpest, and in 

endorsements by FAO and OIE.   

 

 Assist in the development of rinderpest communication and advocacy materials and uploading of 



appropriate rinderpest information to the dedicated rinderpest website. 

 Assist the FAO co-secretariat in the following activities related to virus destruction and sequestration:  

- Contribute to the communication with countries to explore the most suitable option for virus destruction 

and sequestration.  
- Participate in selection and assembly of expert teams to deploy to designated countries in support of virus 

destruction and sequestration. 
- Contribute to technical support to laboratories on the process of laboratory decontamination and shipping 

of dangerous goods, if expert team not requested by the country. 

- Prepare, coordinate and manage activities for deployment of expert teams and needs for laboratory 
supplies and equipment.  

- Contribute to the preparation of training materials and help organizing and conducting regional 
workshops. 

- Take part in country missions in providing technical support for virus destruction and sequestration, and 

laboratory decontamination. 
- Work with the secretariat in the delivery of technical reports on status and the progress of virus 

destruction and sequestration periodically and developing strategy to enhance government transparency 
and compliance. 

- Work with the expert teams and provides precise reports on each mission and the required follow-up; 
- Perform lesson learnt exercise with the overall objective to develop and optimize the strategy for the 

reduction in the number of rinderpest virus holding facilities. 

 
 Support to rinderpest related regional conference and community workshops. 

 

Perform other duties as required. 

 

KEY PERFORMANCE INDICATORS 

Expected Outputs: Required Completion Date: 

- FAO rinderpest co-secretariat activities pertained to JAC are coordinated  

- Activities related to contingency planning, vaccine strategic reserves, rinderpest 

holding facilities are supported  

- Virus destruction and sequestration in at least three sites are accomplished  

 

REQUIRED COMPETENCIES 

Minimum requirements: 

 

 DVM degree or equivalent  

 Post graduate degree in virology, epidemiology, emergency disease management or related field in 

transboundary animal diseases is desirable 

 At least 3 year experience in field of transboundary animal diseases  

 Good understanding of institutional issues related to animal health in developing countries \ 

 Excellent command of English, both in writing and oral presentation skills 

 

HOW TO APPLY 

 
- Interested applicants are required to create an online Personal Profile form (PPF) in iRecruitment. To create the PPF, please 

follow the instructions available at: http://www.fao.org/employment/irecruitment-access/en/ 
 

- Please upload to your Documents section an application letter stating your expression of interest and qualifications as well as a 

CV. Please write as subject: Rinderpest Technical Officer 
 

- In order for your application to be properly evaluated, please ensure that all sections of the on-line profile are completed.  

http://www.fao.org/employment/irecruitment-access/en/


 

- The PPF should be sent via e-mail to: samia.metwally@fao.org 
 

- Deadline for submission of your application: 2nd October 2015 

 
- Applications received after the closing date will not be given consideration. Only short listed candidates will be contacted. 
 

 

mailto:samia.metwally@fao.org

